
Fogh will sacrifice UN-force for EU-army 
 
The military EU-exception does not cut off Denmark’s participation in peacekeep-
ing operations, as stated by EU-supporters. We participate through the UN SHIR-
BRIG-brigade in North Zealand. But the government wants to close it. 
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The Danish government and the EU-supporters in all parties want to remove the military 
EU-exception to allow Denmark to take part in military tasks under EU command. They 
claim that the exception prevents us from participating in peacekeeping operations. But 
this is not true. 
Denmark has over the years participated in many UN-missions. And we still do so. And 
for more than 10 years Denmark has been host nation for a strong and respected brigade 
that works for the UN. 
 
Peacekeeping contribution in Africa 
The brigade is called SHIRBRIG – a multinational force with participation from 16 coun-
tries: Argentina, Austria, Canada, Denmark, Finland, The Netherlands, Italy, Ireland, 
Lithuania, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovenia, Spain and Sweden. 
It was established on 15 December 1996 and has it’s headquarter (Planning Element) on 
Hovelte Barracks in North Zealand, the same barracks as the Royal Life Guards Regi-
ment. The first 3 years the brigade spent on planning and preparations. Since that SHIR-
BRIG several times has been sent to countries with civil war or other similar problems on 
the African continent. The brigade and its soldiers was on peacekeeping and humanitar-
ian missions in Eritrea and the Ivory Coast in the year 2000, in Liberia in 2003, in Sudan 
2004 – 2005 and supported the African Union preparation for a Somalia mission in 2007. 
Recently the brigade plays a major role in the development of the African Standby Forces 
with 5 brigades modeled after SHIRBRIG. 
A UN-mandate is needed if SHIRBRIG is to go. And the Danish people support that. 79 
percent of the Danish population does not think that Western countries and unions like 
the USA and EU should be able to conduct military operations in other parts of the world 
without a UN-mandate. This is clearly shown in a poll made by Synovate on behalf of the 
think tank NyAgenda (New Agenda) in October last year. 
 
Blocking EU, Fogh and Bildt 
SHIRBRIG is a good and very much alive alternative to the Nordic EU-battlegroup that 
the governments – especially in Denmark and Sweden – want to establish. And a UN 
mandate will not be a condition for sending out a battlegroup from the EU-army. 
But the Swedish government would like to make an effort in favour of the EU foreign 
and security policy before they take over the EU-chairmanship on 1st July 2009. And the 
Swedish foreign minister Carl Bildt apparently would like to be a candidate to the posi-
tion as EU foreign minister. The Danish Prime Minister Anders Fogh Rasmussen appar-
ently also would like to earn an international top position in EU or NATO and would like 
to remove the four Danish EU-exceptions. And then it is not that fortunate for him to 



have the headquarter of SHIRBRIG – an alternative to the EU battlegroups – located less 
than 50 kilometers from the Prime Ministers Office. 
This is why the Defence ministers of the two governments in the beginning of July per-
suaded their colleagues in Finland and Norway to sign a joint letter to the other members 
of SHIRBRIG with the message: We will leave the ship if the brigade is not closed down. 
In November representatives from the 16 countries meet to make a decision on the future 
of the brigade.  
 

 
 

SHIRBRIG officer in Liberia 2003 


